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Abstract:

This study explores the historical emergence and development of Algerian cinema,
beginning with the colonial era when film production in Algeria was controlled by the
French colonial administration. During that period, cinema was largely used to promote
ideological and orientalist narratives that marginalized Algerian voices and hindered the
formation of an independent national cinematic culture. The research analyzes the
structural factors that shaped Algerian cinema by situating it within its broader political,
cultural, and social contexts. It emphasizes that Algerian cinema did not arise solely as an
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aesthetic practice, but as a cultural medium closely connected to issues of identity,
collective memory, and national consciousness.

The study also identifies the Algerian War of Independence as a decisive turning point in
the evolution of cinematic practice. During the revolution, film became an important tool
for documenting historical events and symbolically representing the struggle. As a result,
cinema moved beyond the sphere of entertainment to assume wider cultural and
intellectual functions. It evolved into a medium of resistance, documentation, and
international advocacy for the Algerian cause. In this sense, Algerian cinema played a
significant role in shaping national identity and enriching the country’s collective
memory.

Key words: Algerian cinema, the liberation revolution, memory, academic practice.
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