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The Use of Image Theatre Techniques in Algerian Stage Performance:
A Critical Analysis of Mohamed Cherchal’s Play GPS
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Abstract: This article critically examines the phenomenon of employing Image Theatre

techniques in the contemporary Algerian theatrical scene, taking the play GPS (2019), directed and
written by Mohamed Cherchal, as a case study. The study is grounded in a central research
problem that revolves around how the director invests the actor’s body and the visual image as
primary languages of expression, thereby transcending the dominance of dialogue and the spoken
word. Adopting an analytical critical approach, the article seeks to deconstruct the aesthetic and
semantic structure of the performance, beginning with an overview of the theoretical framework of
Image Theatre as formulated by Augusto Boal, and proceeding to an applied analysis of the
theatrical production..
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