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Religious Intertextuality in Contemporary Algerian Youth Poetry: A
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Abstract:

Contemporary Algerian poetry has sought to craft a condensed poetic text in which diverse
structures converge and multiple literary, religious, historical, and cultural references intersect.
These interwoven elements are reimagined within the poetic moment that the poem strives to
capture. Literary criticism has identified this phenomenon as intertextuality—arising from the
relations formed between earlier texts and subsequent ones through various mechanisms and forms.
Among the most prominent Algerian poets distinguished by the richness of intertextual references
is Abdelkader Al-Arabi, whose collection Hymns of Neglected Journeys offers a fertile ground for
such study. This paper focuses specifically on the collection’s religious intertextualities, which
draw from Islamic and Christian traditions as well as Sufi spirituality, illustrating how these
sources shape and enrich the contemporary Algerian poetic voice.

Keywords: Intertextuality, Religious intertextuality, Algerian poetry, Abdelkader Al-Arabi.
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