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From Margin to Center: The Representation of Women and Social
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Abstract: This research aims to analyze the representation of women and social marginalization in
contemporary Algerian theatre, tracing the transition of female characters from the margin to the
dramatic center. Through an interpretive study of pivotal plays by prominent playwrights such as
Rouiched, Ould Abderrahmane Kaki, and Djendi Khalifa, the study seeks to uncover the
mechanisms employed by Algerian theatre not merely to reflect women's suffering from poverty,
social oppression, and betrayal, but to transform them into an effective artistic and critical tool for
dissecting The study concludes that contemporary Algerian theatre has presented female characters
who transcend the role of the passive victim to become a revealing voice and an explicit critique of
reality. The findings show that playwrights utilized the margin as a fertile dramatic space to
expose the mechanisms of social and political exclusion. Thus, the portrayal of women's suffering
was not an end in itself, but rather a means of establishing a discourse of theatrical resistance that
places the marginalized at the heart of the narrative and interrogates the concepts of justice,
belonging, and citizenship in post-independence Algeria. societal contradictions and challenging
dominant authoritarian and traditional structures

Keywords: Algerian Theatre; Representation of Women; Social Marginalization; Social Critique.
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