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Identity Dilemmas in the Global South: The African Self and the
Confrontation with Double Rejection in Bola Agbaje’s “Belong”
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Abstract:

This study aims to provide a critical reading of Belong, a play by Nigerian writer Bola Agbaje. As
a postcolonial work, the play dramatizes the identity crises faced by migrants; both during their
stay in developed countries and upon their return southward to their underdeveloped homelands.
The study further engages with the concept of the Global South and the distinctive features of
Southern theatre within a global cultural context marked by political and economic
transformations. It also highlights the ways in which the play represents the identity dilemmas of
the Global South, rooted primarily in colonialism and its enduring consequences.

Keywords: Theatre; Global South; African identity; Double rejection; Migration.
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