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Abstract:
Literary texts display many features that distinguished them from the

other texts. Therefore, their translation is not an easy task, but rather poses many
obstacles whether in form or content. Translation in this context is not merely the
transfer of textual material from one language to another, but rather a cultural one.
The translator finds himself sometimes torn, between conveying the text faithfully
to its form, or to its sense and spirit, creating another text. Thus, why is it difficult
to translate literary texts? How does the translator deal with this type of text? Is it
a condition to be a creative writer in order to translate a creative text? Is it
necessary to master foreign languages and being familiar with their literature to
be able to transfer such text? If so, is it possible to consider the Egyptian writer,
Mustafa Lutfi al-Manfaluti, a translator, since he ignores the foreign languages
and the Western culture, yet his fame spread throughout all Arab countries and
even outside them? In this regard, this study aims to shed light on his novel,
“Under the Linden Trees” (1923) , which he translated from the French Literature.
Based on a descriptive, analytical and critical perspective, the study concludes
that Al-Manfaluti is a genius author, he could rewrite his masterpiece in a creative
way.

Keywords: translation, literary text, writing, MANFALOUTI.
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