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The reception of the Lamiya of Al-Arab artistically and the
manifestations of the standards of ethical criticism - Al-Shanfara
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Abstract:

If ignorance in the pre-Islamic era we are discussing refers to a lack of knowledge and
awareness, then it is more appropriate for us not to say that there was a pre-Islamic era in
which poets, orators, sages, and eloguent speakers emerged. It is more fitting not to
acknowledge that there were numerous forms of knowledge spread among the Arabs
during that time. Rather, the term "ignorance" attributed to the pre-Islamic period refers
to recklessness and folly. The pre-Islamic era was a time of wars ignited for trivial
reasons. We should also not forget the poetry that has reached us from this cultural
heritage, which is evident in the "Lamiyyat al-Arab™ by Al-Shanfara, considered one of
the most important poetic texts that represent a significant cultural heritage in both
ancient and modern literary spheres. The "Lamiyyat al-Arab" has captivated literary pens
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and inspired many writers and critics, receiving ample attention in terms of explanations
from all semantic, linguistic, morphological, and grammatical perspectives. It has
provided aesthetic value in the language, especially due to its artistic standards, as the
poet Al-Shanfara excelled in artistic and poetic imagery through literary depiction and
embodiment. This has led to its classification as a gem among literary and poetic
treasures, and it continues to be subjected to modern studies to this day, examined under
the light of contemporary criticism. The "Lamiyyat al-Arab" by Al-Shanfara occupies a
significant place in the field of both ancient and modern Arabic criticism, as well as
moral criticism, revolving around various cultural and critical standards. Here, the poet
demonstrated his skill in portraying the lives of the outlaws, making the audience feel as
if they were experiencing that era firsthand.

Keywords: Lamiyyat al-Arab; Al-Shanfara; the outlaws; the pre-Islamic era; Banu
Umayyah.
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