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Abstract: This study aims to monitor the attempts of the Algerian critic Abdul Malik Murtad in

the archeological search for the origins of some colloquial words related to classical Arabic in
riddles and proverbs, as it is the linguistic phenomenon that provokes controversy among scholars
preoccupies the minds of senior linguists and critics. Some colloquial terms under the microscope
of anthropomorphism address several issues related to their eloquence and origins within his
linguistic and literary practices and how these attempts were manifested in the vernacular language
of riddles and proverbs to explore their eloquence. Tracing the etymological foundations at Dr.
Murtad's books Algerian Folk Riddles Study in the Mysteries of the Algerian West and Algerian
Folk Proverbs: A Study in Agricultural and Economic Proverbs in the Algerian West, it is evident
that the vernacular language of Algerian folk riddles and proverbs has eloquent origins performing
rhetorical and artistic purposes in the folklore.

Keywords: etymology; classical Arabic; colloquial Arabic; popular puzzle; such as popular;
Abdelmalek Mortad.
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