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Identity safety in the translation of the world theater into Arabic from

postcolonial perspective: Khalil Matran’s translation of ’Othello’’ as a
framework
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Abstract:

This PhD dissertation applies a postcolonial-based translation approach to colonial
discourses. It considers that translation is an act of resistance against racial supremacy and
ethnocentrism in the original colonial literary texts which contribute to spreading negative
stereotypical images of the local cultures in the third world during and legitimizing the colonial
conquest of the 19th and 20th centuries. Postcolonial translation theory calls for the development
of defense mechanisms against racism and discrimination in the colonial text and the adoption of
translation strategies to counter the marginalization and humiliation of the natives. To put these
theoretical concepts into a practical framework, I have chosen Khalil Matran’s translation of
William Shakespeare’s tragedy Othello in order to study the translator’s attitude towards the most
violent and humiliating colonial text for the ‘other’. The aim is also to trace the translator’s choices

in the excerpts featuring racial supremacy
Keywords: colonial discourse; translation; identity; raciality; theatrical text.
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