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The aesthetic use of the traditional narrative form (the praise) in
the play “Al Alag” by Abdel Qader Alloula
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Abstract: This article deals with the issue of the aesthetic use of the traditional

narrative form (El Meddah) in the play “El Alag” by Abd El Kader Alloula. We
chose specifically this play, because it is the first and fundamental stop in
Alloula’s theatrical experience. The play “El Alag” is considered the first
theatrical work in which Alloula is a form of traditional narrative (maddah).

this study, we have tried to reveal the aesthetics in employing the traditional
narrative form (al meddah) through out stages represented in introducing it as a

traditional narrative form, then reading the play and focusing on its subject matter,
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the ideas it contained, and the historical era in which it was written, and finally
investigating the sources of aesthetics through studying and analyzing Al-
Maddah’s interventions in the play. The results of the study revealed that
employing the maddah in the play is considered the first step to employing one of
the narrative elements in the theater, which Alloula aspired to.

Key words: Abdekader Alloula, EI Meddah, ElI Alag Play, the traditional
narative form, Aesthetic

Keywords: Abdekader Alloula. EI Meddah. ElI Alag Play. The traditional
narrative form. Aesthetic
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