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Abstract: -

The 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) is
the cornerstone of the international legal regime governing jurisdiction over
piracy, the provisions of the 1988 Convention on the Suppression of Unlawful
Acts Against the Safety of Maritime Navigation (SUA) also contribute to
combating piracy regionally. This study focuses on analyzing the issue of the
gravity of the crime of piracy as a rationale for universal jurisdiction. In this
regard, national legislation ranges from differences in laws and penalties
allocated to pirates, to the lack of piracy laws based on universal jurisdiction.
Moreover, most national prosecution of pirates reflects a nexus between the pirate
attack and the forum State. In addition, a trial according to international
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standards and the policy of "catch and release” poses a major challenge to the
proper exercise of universal jurisdiction and to end impunity.

Key Words: Piracy; Universal Jurisdiction, Prosecution, Legislations, Gravity.
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! Lawrence Azubuike, International Law Regime Against Piracy, Annual Survey of International
& Comparative Law, Golden Gate University School of Law, San Francisco, USA, Volume 15,
Issue 1, 2009, p. 48.

2 Ibid., pp. 48, 49.

3 Tbid., p. 49.

4 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, Montego Bay, 10 December 1982, Entry into
force: 16 November 1994, in accordance with article 308(1), Status: Signatories: 157, Parties: 171,
Status as at: 15-10-2025, United Nations Treaty Collection, Available at:
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6&chapter=21&Temp=mtdsg3&clang=_en, (Accessed: 15/10/2025).
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! Diana Chang, Piracy Laws and the Effective Prosecution of Pirates, Boston College International
& Comparative Law Review, Boston College Law School, Boston University, USA, Volume 33,
Issue 2, 2010, pp. 274, 275.

2 George R. Constantinople, Towards a New Definition of Piracy: The Achille Lauro Incident,
Virginia Journal of International Law, University of Virginia School of Law, USA, Volume 26,
1986, p. 745.
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(SUA), Done at Rome, 10 March 1988, Entry into force: 1 March 1992, Status of IMO Treaties,
Comprehensive information on the status of multilateral Conventions and instruments in respect of
which the International Maritime Organization or its Secretary-General performs depositary or
other functions, International Maritime Organization (IMO), London, United Kingdom, 01
October 2025, p. 465.

4 Martin Murphy, Piracy and UNCLOS: Does International Law Help Regional States Combat
Piracy?, in Peter Lehr, Violence at Sea: Piracy in the Age of Global Terrorism, Routledge, Taylor
& Francis Group, New York - London, 2007, p. 164.

5 Status of IMO Treaties, Comprehensive information on the status of multilateral Conventions
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Williams University School of Law, USA, Volume 40, No. 1, January 2009, p. 106.

3 Martin Murphy, Piracy and UNCLOS: Does International Law Help Regional States Combat
Piracy?, op.cit, pp. 164, 165.
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