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Abstract:

After assessing Algeria’s unsuccessful attempt to establish media
oversight through the Supreme Media Council—created under Article 59 of Law
90-07 and later dissolved—the Algerian legislator introduced two regulatory
bodies under Organic Law 12-05 on media. These are: the authority responsible
for overseeing the written press and the authority for regulating audiovisual
media. Both were granted essential powers related to press freedom and media
operations, which necessitated that they enjoy administrative and financial
independence. As a result, the legislator emphasized this independence in both the
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Media Law and the Audiovisual Activity Law (Law 14-04), particularly with
regard to membership and operational functions.

Nevertheless, this independence remains questionable due to the
subordination of these bodies to the executive branch. For example, both
authorities are legally required to submit an annual report on their activities to
the President of the Republic, who also holds the exclusive power to appoint their
members. Moreover, they lack genuine financial autonomy
Key Words: privacy; media activity; autonomy restriction Audiovisual control
authority.
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