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The fortified storages in the gourara region
-Storages of the beni mehlel ksar a case study-
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Abstract: The Gourara region occupies an important
geographical and strategic area in the Touat region in the
southwestern part of Algeria. It is rich in traditional architectural
heritage, which is mainly manifested in the large number of desert

KSARs built from red bricks, and thus the region is known as the
"Red Oasis." These KSARs are concentrated around the basic
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resources for human settlement and along caravan trade routes.
They were used as resting points, providing supplies for the
caravans. They were also considered commercial stations for the
exchange and storage of goods, which influenced their architectural
and urban structure, making them distinct from other KSARs. They
were designed as fortified kasbahs (fortresses), containing fortified
communal storage facilities for goods and supplies. Each KSAR
was located atop a hill and overlooked a palm oasis. This study will
focus on the fortified storage units in the Gourara region, using the
storage facilities of the Bani Mehlel KSAR as a representative
sample. It will explore the architectural structure of these storage
units, their locations within the KSAR, the storage methods used,
and highlight the importance of these storagse units in providing an
appropriate environment to preserve goods for lon periods.

Keywords: Gourara; fortified storages; ksar; Beni Mehlel,
trade caravans.
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