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Study of a Lithic Assemblage from the Ech-Chamra Site, Sidi
Lakhdar Region, Western Algeria
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Abstract: This study investigates human settlement in the Ech-
Chamra region, located in the Sidi Lakhdar area of western Algeria,
during the Holocene period. It aims to understand human behavior
in selecting raw materials for tool production and to interpret the
cognitive processes of the toolmakers through the techniques and
methods employed in flaking and retouching. Furthermore, the
study examines the relationship between the manufactured artifacts
and the surrounding natural environment, in order to elucidate the
intended purpose of these tools.
The lithic assemblage from the Ech-Chamra site comprises 3,433
artifacts, distributed as follows: 34 siliceous (flint) nodules, 338
cores, 952 retouched tools of various typologies, and 2,128 pieces
of unretouched debitage consisting of flakes and bladelets.
The lithic materials were recovered from a sand dune adjacent to
shell deposits containing various gastropod species, including
Cerastoderma edule, which were polished and perforated, likely for
use as ornamental jewelry. Ceramic fragments were also recovered,
whereas large faunal remains were absent from the site.
Gastropods appear to have been a significant food source for the
inhabitants, particularly the abundant marine species. Analysis of
the lithic assemblage revealed a defining characteristic: the small
size of the artifacts, which distinguishes the Ech-Chamra site from
other previously studied sites in the region. The inhabitants relied
primarily on small flint nodules as raw material for their lithic
production.
Cneywords :lithic, typology, technology, microlithic, holocene
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3 Borgia,V, Le Gravettien ancien dans le sud de 1ltalie :analyse
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* Barriére,CI, et al, Epipaléolithique — Mésolithique :les
microlithes  géométriques (1969), Bulletin de la société
préhistorique frangaise,Tom 66,N°1, P 357.
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