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Abstract: This research paper presents the key intellectual
visions of Sheikh Abdelaziz Thaalbi, regarded as one of the
foremost pillars of the reform movement in Tunisia during the
twentieth century. The study focuses primarily on the political
dimension of Thaalbi’s thought, which was directly influenced by
the colonial phenomenon, known as the Protectorate System in
Tunisia. Thaalbi exposes the true nature of the colonial presence,
stripping it of the idealism promoted by the colonial school, which
sought to legitimize colonialism. The paper also addresses the
question of civilization and modernity, which, according to Thaalbi,
stand entirely apart from the colonial enterprise. In the final section,
we examine the constitutional experience of the Sheikh, shedding
light on the intellectual foundations of his political project,
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including his elitist perspective and unifying vision, which he
persistently sought to realize.

Keywords: Abdelaziz Thaalbi; Reformist Movement; Political
Thought; Tunisia; French Protectorate.
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