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Abstract: The subject of Islam constitutes a central domain in
Orientalist studies, and this interest did not begin in the nineteenth
century as might be assumed; rather, its history extends to earlier
phases related to the Islamic expansion into Christian geography. The
debate surrounding Islam intensified during the Crusades, followed
by a growing interest in the Renaissance era to understand foreign
civilizations, especially with the rise of the Ottoman Empire as a
military power competing with FEurope. Nevertheless, the
fundamental transformation occurred in the nineteenth century when
the field of Islamic studies became an independent discipline in its
own right.

The progress and development attained in the field of Orientalist
research would not have succeeded without the advancements in
academic studies related to ancient classical languages, including
Arabic.

These studies, associated with the colonial expansion, faced
criticism because they focused on certain axes to the exclusion of
others and on specific periods and topics rather than a broader
spectrum. This criticism came not only from Arab Muslim
intellectuals but also from within the ranks of Orientalist scholars
themselves. This was the case with researchers and Orientalists
studying the Maghreb region, specifically Tunisia, where the
approach and investigation exhibited much novelty and particularity
due to the factor of proximity to Europe and their knowledge of the
geography and history of the area. Tunisia, having witnessed the
Ninth Crusade and maintained a Christian presence for more than
five centuries, is what led researchers and Orientalists such as
Medina, Gautier, and Pranchfec to surround this matter with rigorous
study and attention.

Keywords: Islam; Tunisia; Twentieth century; Development of
Orientalism; Oriental studies.
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