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Abstract

The French Occupation of Algeria was met with a
parallel reaction from the Algerians, which was mainly embodied in
their rejection of this colonizer ‘s presence. They expressed it in
various forms of struggling for a long time , including the military
resistance that characterized it during the 19th century. It was led
by political and religious leaders from tribal leaders, Sheikhs of the
Zawiyas and the Marabouts, who adopted Jihad as a slogan to
support their homeland and the Islamic Religion. Moreover, the
resistance was guided by the Sufism which was widespread at that
time in Algeria.

Among those religious orders, we state the Sheikhiya Order that
played a significant role in the National Struggle, due to the efforts
of its spiritual leader and founder, Abdelkader Bousmaha, who was
able, through his religious and scientific status, to bring about a
strong transformation in the southwestern region, especially after
establishing his Sufi order, "Sheikhiya".

In fact, this order was based on the jihad which was appeared
and emerged in many historical periods, including the Ottoman Era
when its Sheikhs participated against the Spanish Invasion. This
position continued during the French Occupation, assuming a
leading role in military resistance during the 19th century and other
periods. This leadership was also characterized by various roles
from leading and declaring Popular Revolutions, respectively, to the
role of supporting other revolutions carried out in the name of
another Sufi order that carried the same goal and position such as
the Qadiriyya with Emir Abdelkader and the Senussiyya and
others... etc.

Keywords: Sheikhiya way, Southwest, Ouled Sidi Sheikh,
Resistance, French colonialism
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