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Scientific Travel Books as a Complementary Source to
Biographical and Encyclopedic Works
(The Journeys of al-Ru‘ayni, Ibn Jabir al-Wad1 Ashi, and al-
Balawt as Case Studies)
TRV

aissaouamed@yahoo.com ~iols- bz U Al

2025/06/30 : y2ul) oy, 2025/06/13: Jsuill g,6  2025/02/07 : JLugt 50,6

IQA‘;GL@”

L, W) LUSI 3 ddall oMol CuS sl s J! e WSS
ot e Edall M« Lze ws¥1 o] e i b L) 2 Y 3 ¥l
oo Jelg « @,ladly @8,Lagdl Ayl o) LU o0 L @il ¢ 231 )]
Eorsdl s 33y Wlall e Blpadl Ja e Lladl g ol 3 o3l Rl
S (»749) G‘J @39l ple ooly (8666) Aui¥l susi)l: oy slolally
Lag « Gypinadl 53k JI (57800) (soldl Wl dlmyg ¢ D1 yally Gyl M
S Y 35 1 plall Bllog 5l g sl oy Wlgio] ¢ 3lo3)l s S
S ozl s b pal G 3 J) sl ¢ gypeial] o ily Y CaS S s
o xSl sdn iz il Y A slow edies LT delall o)l (S S sl
Shmr s ¢ o3l am V] o) o2 iall Y] Y3 Lol laglasl] (agans Isashy
S0 La ey 5,30 wlitadl 3 ooy Al ol BU o st Lol dew )
Ay o T 8 il L) JASG e Lualall o)l (S Lien]
(Sl el oyl ¢ w‘;” P KRCH NI FURT S+ WAL N JOIN Y]

Summary:

This article discusses the significance of scientific travel books
in historical and literary writing. Researchers in the fields of history
and literature cannot do without them, as scientific travels, like
other types of journeys, have been extensively documented by both
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Eastern and Western travelers. Among the most notable journeys
undertaken by Moroccan scholars in pursuit of knowledge and
learning from esteemed teachers and scholars are the travels of al-
Ru‘ayni al-Ishbili (d. 666 AH) and Ibn Jabir al-Wadi Ashr (d.
749 AH) to the Islamic East and West, as well as Khalid al-
Balaw’s (d. 780 AH) journey to the East.

What distinguishes these travels is their inclusion of
biographies of numerous scholars and students, many of whom are
scarcely mentioned in well-known biographical dictionaries.
Furthermore, the most notable aspect of the biographies recorded in
these scientific travel books is their impartiality. The authors of
these works typically did not document information about the
scholars they wrote about until after their passing, which lends
these! accounts a unique quality that sets them apart from
biographies found in other compilations. Hence, scientific travel
books serve as a complementary source that fills gaps left by
traditional biographical and encyclopedic works.

Keywords: Travel books; Biographies; al-Ru‘ayni; Ibn Jabir; al-
Balawi.
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