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Abstract:

The Central Maghreb extends along a Mediterranean coastal
strip, and its geographical location has endowed it with significant
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geostrategic importance as a bridge and point of connection and
passage between nations. The natural features of this coastline
facilitated the establishment of numerous harbors and ports,
enabling the maritime front of the Central Maghreb to play diverse
roles in the history of the Islamic West during the medieval period.
The coastal cities (thughtir) of the Central Maghreb emerged as key
departure points for naval expeditions and the expansion of Islamic
territorial control into the Mediterranean islands.  With the
succession of states in the Islamic Maghreb, the rulers of these
entities pursued expansionist policies aimed at extending their
influence and implementing unification projects. The coastal
regions of the Central Maghreb were strategically utilized to
achieve these aims, forming a crucial link in the broader trajectory
of unity among the regions of the Islamic Maghreb. Along this
coastal strip, maritime bases and naval centers were established for
docking and launching ships, alongside facilities for shipbuilding.
These developments contributed significantly to the formation and
advancement of the naval fleet in the Islamic West. Consequently,
the region became a focal point of strength within the broader
narrative of Islamic maritime history during the medieval era.

Keywords: Central Maghreb; harbors; maritime front;
expansionist policy; fleet.
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