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Urban and Rural Geography of the City of Medea during the
Ottoman era and the Role of Endowment (Waqfs) documents
in highlighting its features
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Abstract:

Foreign sources constituted one of the most important sources
used by historians in studying the rural and urban geography of
Algerian cities in general and the city of Medea in particular during
the Ottoman era. These sources provided us with an accurate and
comprehensive description that is unparalleled in Arab sources.
They addressed in detail the urban environment and its
manifestations, the facilities and institutions spread throughout it,
and the activities and customs of the population inside and outside
the city walls at the level of the city. However, they were often
unable to provide other details that were no less important as
population activities, real estate ownership and names of
geographical locations. These gaps can be complete by returning to
the study of endowment documents as complementary sources. It is
worth noting that foreign sources are dominate by the orientalist
view, while waqfs documents are distinguished by being legal
documents that are not subject to the viewpoints of those who write
them and enjoy a high level of credibility that other foreign and
local sources lack.
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Wagqfs documents and judges’ rulings related to them reveal a
lot of precise information about how cities and villages were
organized and how daily life took place in them. The waqfs
documents of the city of Medea during the Ottoman period are a
wonderful example. These documents are preserve in the National
Archives Center in Algeria and in the overseas «: Archives Center
in France. To what extent can the researcher draw the features of
the urban and rural urban geography of the city of Medea during
the Ottoman period through endowment documents? To what
extent can he succeed through the waqfs documents filling the
research gaps and deep gaps in the historical sources that
documented the city, both local and foreign?

Keywords: Wagqfs ; Medea ; Ottoman era ; Urban ; El-Mahakim El-
Sharia
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1 Oscar MAC CARTHY, Dictionnaire géographique, économique
et politique de I'Algérie ancienne et moderne, Dubos fréres, Alger,
1858, p. 354.

2 M. ROZET, Voyage dans la régence d’Alger ou description du
pays par I’armée francaise en Afrique, 3 T., Paris, Arthus Bertrand,
1833, T.IIL, p.228

3 MAC CARTHY, op. cit., p. 354.

4 ROZET, op. cit., T.IIL, p. 230.

5 Ibid, T.III, pp. 230-231.

6 Louis PIESSE, Itinéraire historique de 1’Algérie, de la Tunisie et
de Tanger, Hachette, Paris, 1882, p. 104

7 ROZET, op. cit., T.III, p. 232.
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9 Archives d’Outre-Mer (A.O.M.), 1M1, bobine 66.

10 PIESSE, op. cit., p. 105.

11 ROZET, op. cit., T.II1, p. 225.

12 Arsene BERTEUIL, L'Algéric francaise, histoire, moeurs,
coutumes, industrie et agriculture, Dentu, Paris, 1856, T. I, p. 236.
13 PIESSE, op. cit., p. 105.
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15 BERTEUIL, op. cit., T. I, p. 236.
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voyage fait en 1841, A. Mame, Tours, 1847, p. 239.
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20 Henri FEDERMANN et Henri AUCAPITAINE, « Notices sur

I’histoire et I’administration du beylik de Titeri », in R.AF. n° 11,

1867, pp. 213-214.
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