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The political and sectarian dimension of the phenomenon
of book burning in the Islamic Maghreb during the medieval
- causes and examples- period
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Abstract: The burning of books in the Islamic Maghreb was
not an isolated, passing event that can be overlooked or studied
separately from other historical events. Rather, it was a recurring
phenomenon that drew the attention of historians and researchers,
arising from various reasons that ranged from religious and
sectarian to political motives. From Al-Mudawwana to lhya’, and
from the works of Ibn Rushd to those of Al-Ghazali, the causes
were numerous, and the outcomes varied. What were the main
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instances of book burning in the Islamic Maghreb? What were their
common and differing causes? And what were the significant
outcomes of this phenomenon?

Keywords: Burning books; The Book of Revival; Islamic
occident; sectarian conflict; Jurists.
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