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The Forest Service and its impact on ownership and population
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Abstract: This article deals with the importance of forests as
communal property of the tribe, and the role of the colonial
administration in establishing the Forest Service to tighten its
control over this area, due to its economic, social, political, and
military significance. Uninhabited forests were included in state
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property, and the colonial administration's authority over forests
increased, especially with the beginning of the Third Republic and
the civilian takeover of governance in Algeria. This led to the
enactment of forestry laws, starting with the first colonial forestry
law specific to Algerian forests issued in 1874, followed by laws in
1875 and finally in 1903.

The aim of this article is to study the transformations that
occurred in western Algeria during the colonial period and to
determine the impact of forest administration in this region,
focusing on the role of the justice system in enforcing rule and
subjugating Algerian farmers, depriving them of their lands. These
measures had a negative impact on farmers in western Algeria, as
they faced a stubborn colonial administration that did not take into
account the specificity of Algerian society and its basic needs from
this natural resource.

Keywords: western Algeria; forests; legislation; colonization; fires.
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