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Abstract: After the Great Islamic Conquest in the East (Syria
and Egypt), the conflict between Muslims and Byzantines shifted to
the North Africa, where the territory of the exerchat became the
field of a long confrontations between Caliphate and Byzantine
Empire for about a half century. The Byzantine North African

province has tried to develop an effective defence strategy against
face the Arab threat, by employing a variety of tactics based mainly
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on avoiding open combat with the Arab forces, and gain an alliance
with the Berbers against Muslims.

These efforts in fact, however, did not help the Exerchat to
achieve lasting success against Muslims armies. This is due to many
reasons, such as the turbulent relations between Exerchat and
Constantinople because of their religious discord, as well as the
passive attitude of the Empire towards the Arab threat to its North
Africa province, and the lack of cohesion of the Byzantine-Berbers
alliance, which led to the fall of Byzantine Africa to Muslims.

Keywords: Africa; Byzantines; Muslims; Berbers; Carthage.
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