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A perspective on the Cholera epidemic in Algeria in the mid-
19t centry through a medical report addressed to the Medical
Association of Algiers in 1852
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Abstract: Since the beginning of the nineteenth century, the
international community had been recovering, compared to the
preceding centuries, from the effects of epidemics and famines.
Nevertheless, cholera posed as one of the most complex health
challenges. This was due to its coincidence with other epidemics
such as typhus, accompanied by famines that intensified its severity.

Throughout this century, Algeria experienced epidemics and
famines repeatedly, documented to some extent in local literature.
However, it lacked the methodology that works on regulating
statistics and utilizing numbers to overcome the effects of these
epidemics later.

The French, on the other hand, did not need anything to impede
their colonial project in Algeria. Cholera, as one of the serious
epidemics, constituted a tremendous burden on them while they
were still attempting to expand their colonization. This was
especially true as they relied on attracting settlers from various parts
of Europe. When news of these epidemics spread to the migration-
interested circles, many people refrained from putting themselves
and their families in danger.

This article addresses the situation in Algeria as it resisted the
cholera wave and the recent developments in its healthcare system.
It does so by mobilizing its resources and relying on the numbers
and statistics collected and analyzed by the recently established
French health apparatus, led by the physician Bertherand.
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1 - Le Cholera en Algérie (Années 1849, 1850 et 1851) Rapport fait
a la Société de médecine d’Alger, Alger 1852.
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- Dela Création des hopitaux arabes, (1849)
- Du Traitement des fiévres intermittentes en Algérie et principalement
du sulfate de quinine dans ces fiévres, (1850)
- De I'Emploi thérapeutique des eaux ferrugineuses de Téniet-el-Had
(province d'Alger), (1850)
- Médecine et hygiéne des Arabes (1855)
- De l'influence du transport par les chemins de fer sur la santé des
animaux destinés 4 la boucherie et 4 I'engraissement (1859)
- "Femmes arabes avant et depuis 1'Islamisme", par le Dr Perron,
(Compte rendu par le Dr E.-L. Bertherand.) (1863)
- Notice biographique sur Abdallah ben Mohamed (d'Alger,)
pharmacien de I'école de médecine... assesseur musulman au conseil

général du département etc. lue 4 la Société climatologique... le 22 mai

1875 (1875)

2 - Emile Louis Bertherand
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3 - Alphonse Bertherand (1815-1887)
4 - Léonard, Jacques, Médecine et colonisation en Algérie au XIXe
siecle, Annales de Bretagne et des pays de 1'Ouest, Vol 84. Issue 02,
1977 &
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