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Abstract:
During the 14™ centuries Portuguese and Spanish fleets systematically left the
Mediterranean for the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, for endeavors in African atlantics
coasts. The discovery of Africa and the conquest of new areas encouraging the
practice of bringing African people and enslaving them for service in almost all of
Europe became lucrative and desirable business. This situation disrupted the old
systems, opened up new paths for relations between states and the beginning of the
formulation of a new international law.
Three major features characterize slavery in Renaissance Europe: First, slaves were
not a distinctive social stratum or class within European societies but formed part of
a larger group of bonded people. Although slaves’ status, unlike others, was at least
formally marked by their market price and the fact that they could be (re)sold at any
point to anyone else, their services and effective social agency were often
comparable to the situation of serfs, household servants, or other bonded workers
in town or countryside. Slaves clearly belonged to the most vulnerable groups of
society, but their individual situations could vary widely, and they were not always
in the most powerless position. The dominant discourse of scholars during the
Renaissance about slavery existed side by side with different practices of slaving
Although almost everybody agreed that Christians were not allowed to enslave or
sell, fellow Christians and that the enslavement of foreign people had to follow
certain rules of warfare and international law, slaving practices could sometimes

significantly differ from those norms without great need for dissimulation or
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justification. Slaving practices were an unquestioned element of Renaissance
Europe even though they were not always termed or perceived as such. Among the
vast amount of official and unofficial documents, painting and sculpture are some
of the most compelling evidences of the suffering of enslaved black Africans, their
legal and social status, their stories of success and disappointment, their being
resistance and their eventual assimilation into European societies.

Key words:

Slavery, African Slavery in Europe, Renaissance, Slavery in Art.
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slaves in late fourteenth-century Florence.
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- Lowe. KJ.P., “The Stereotyping of Black Africans in Renaissance Europe,” in T.F. Earle and KJ.P.
Lowe, eds., Black Africans in Renaissance Furope (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2005), 17—47 at 44—47.

3- Fiume, Giovanna, and Modica. Marilena, eds., San Benedetto il moro: Santitd, agiografia e primi
processi di canonizzazione (Palermo: Citta di Palermo, 1998); Giovanna Fiume, “Il
processo ‘de cultu” a Fra’ Benedetto da San Fratello (1734),” in Giovanna Fiume, ed., Il
santo patrono e la citta: San Benedetto il Moro: culti, devozioni, strategie di eta moderna

(Venice: Marsilio, 2000), 231-252.
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> - Kaplan. Paul H.D., “Italy, 1490—1700,” in The Image of the Black in Western Art, 3: From the
“Age of Discovery” to the Age of Abolition, part 1: Artists of the Renaissance and Baroque,
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University Press, 2010). 93-190 at 94-96.
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people-of-african-descent-in-the-art-of-renaissance-europe/
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Press, 2011), 72—96 at 78—86.

9-Rudtde Collenberg. Wipertus, “Le baptéme des Musulmans esclaves a Rome aux XVlle et XVllle
siécles,” Mélanges de [Ecole frangaise de Rome: ltalie et Méditerranée, 101:1(1989): 9-
181.

10 _ Thausing. Moriz, ed., Diirers Briefe, Tageblicher und Reime (Vienna: Wilhelm Braumiiller,

1872), p. 114.
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12 Annemarie. Jordan, “Images of Empire: Slaves in the Lisbon Household and Court of Catherine
of Austria,” in Earle and Lowe, eds., Black Africans, 155-180. pp. 175-179 and fig. 45.
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1971).
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33-Saunders. A.C. de C.M., “The Life and Humour of Jodo de Sa de Panasco, o Negro, Former Slave,
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Cambridge University Press, 1982. p. 40.

39 - Saunders. Ibid. p. 41.
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