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Abstract:

This study examines manifestations of longing for the sacred places in the
literary works of Qadi ‘Iyad (476-544 AH / 1083-1149 CE), particularly in his
prophetic praise poetry and devotional prose. It situates this yearning within the
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historical and political context of the Almoravid and Almohad periods, during
which his judicial responsibilities and political ambitions prevented him from
performing the hajj and visiting the Prophet’s tomb. As a result, this deprivation
was transformed into a rich literary discourse grounded in imagination,
supplication, and praise. The study highlights sacred places as imagined spaces that
compensate for physical absence and concludes that this longing constitutes a
profound spiritual and existential experience shaped by personal struggle and
historical circumstances.

Keywords: Qadi ‘Iyad; Longing; Sacred Sites; Prophetic Praise; Prophetic
Epistle; Moroccan Literature; Poetic Imagination
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