478_457: 4o o (2026)01:5.21119 szl Aslud¥l pglatl g la¥l Ao
o 8 el doadll § Al 4T 4 gl

— s U Tk o Rl e

Irony : An aesthetic mechanism in the very short story

- A study of "A Delicious Laughter" by Jumaa Al-Fakhiri
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Abstract:

Irony is an aesthetic mechanism that has long served as one of literature’s most
expressive and revealing devices. Since ancient times, poets and storytellers have

used it as a subtle mirror reflecting their inner conflicts and the

contradictions of the societies they inhabit. Through ironic laughter,

writers expose pain and absurdity alike—a laughter that weeps and
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smiles at once, transforming personal and collective suffering into an
act of aesthetic resistance and emotional release.
In this research, attention is directed toward the very short story, a
genre distinguished by its brevity and depth, to explore how irony
operates within its tightly woven structure. The focus is placed on
Juma’a Al-Fakhri’s collection A Delicious Laughter, which offers a
fertile field for examining how concise language can carry the weight
of satire and social critique. The study therefore seeks to uncover the
artistic mechanisms and aesthetic values through which irony
manifests in Al-Fakhri’s texts, and to determine how these minimal
narratives succeed in fusing intensity of meaning with lightness of
expression
ArtistryKeywords: Irony ; Very Short Story ; Aesthetic Laughter ,Juma’a Al-
Fakhri;.
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