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Cultural Patterns and the Formation of Meaning in Rachid Mimouni's

Novels: A Study in Artistic Representation and Symbolic Discourse
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Abstract:

Rachid Mimouni's fictional works transcend mere storytelling, functioning rather
as a critical lens through which social structures and symbolic domination are laid
bare. Central to his oeuvre is the concept of cultural codes—an imperceptible
network of values, beliefs, and symbols Text subtly shapes meaning and buttresses
power dynamics within the text. This analysis explores how such cultural codes
emerge in three seminal novels: Honor of the Tribe reveals how notions of honor are
weaponized to enforce patriarchal rule; The Transforming River unmasks the
politicization of faith and ensuing crises of self; Tombéza portrays authoritarian
control through institutional might and official rhetoric. Together, these texts
demonstrate how Mimouni's fiction challenges dominant narratives and unmasks
clandestine systems of cultural coercion, serving as an act of defiance.

Keywords: Cultural Codes; Rachid Mimouni; Symbolic Power; The Novel as
Resistance;Cultural Narrative Analysis.
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