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Abstract:

In light of the social and cultural transformations experienced by Algerian society,
feminist narrative writing has emerged as a revealing space for the underlying
cultural structures that shape collective consciousness and reconstruct
representations of female identity. Among these structures, the matrix of
motherhood stands out as a symbolic and social axis that transcends biological
meaning to become a cultural construct defining a woman’s relationship with
herself, the other, and society at large.

This study seeks to analyze the manifestations of the implicit matrix of motherhood
in Zineb Lout’s short story collection Hareem Zuhal, through a deconstructive and
interpretative reading that moves beyond the surface narrative to uncover the latent
cultural frameworks governing the formation of the text.

The reading reveals that motherhood, in Lout’s vision, is not merely a physical or
emotional presence, but rather a deeply rooted cultural system that permeates
characters and events, guiding human relationships within the narrative. It emerges
as a symbolic force that grants women legitimacy of existence and resistance against
the dominant patriarchal order.

The study highlights that this matrix manifests itself on three interrelated levels:

e Socially: through the redefinition of the mother’s place within the family

structure.

e Psychologically: through the tension between the desire for containment and

the fear of loss.

e Symbolically: through motherhood as a cultural state that enables women to

resist marginalization through tenderness and giving.

The study concludes that Zineb Lout, through Hareem Zuhal, reconstructs a new
feminine discourse that transforms motherhood into an aesthetic and epistemic value
where memory, identity, and consciousness intersect, making it a tool for
deconstructing and reconfiguring women’s discourse in contemporary Algerian
literature.
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