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The Centrality of the Fictional Character and Its Significance in

the Construction of the Contemporary Algerian Novel : Sakhret al-
Ramad by Zineb Lout as a Case Study.
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Abstract:

This article seeks to examine the issue of character in the contemporary Algerian
novel by tracing its manifestations, representations, and underlying meanings in the
novel Sakhret al-Ramad (Rock of Ashes) by Zineb Lout. The study reveals the
central role and significance of the character in the construction of the
contemporary novel. It also highlights how Algerian writers and novelists have
shown a growing interest in reconfiguring the fictional character through the lens
of present-day social and cultural realities.

In this context, the character is no longer portrayed as a stereotypical or heroic
figure—as was often the case in certain classical novels—but rather as a troubled
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and fragmented subject, caught between past and present, and between tradition
and modernity.

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach in an attempt to address the
following question: How is the centrality of character manifested in the
contemporary Algerian novel?

Keywords: centrality; fictional character; Algerian novel; Sakhret al-Ramad;
Zineb Lout
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