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Abstract: This paper examines al-Samawi’s objections to al-Radi concerning
broken plurals in Arabic morphology, through a methodological comparison between
analogy (qiyas) and linguistic transmission (sama‘). By analyzing al-Radi’s
commentary on al-Shafiya and al-Samawi’s responses in al-Fawa’id al-Wafiya, the
study highlights key disagreements related to frequency and rarity, the distribution of
plural functions, pattern alternation, and adjectival plural formation. The analysis
shows that al-Radi emphasizes expansive analogical reasoning, whereas al-Samawi
prioritizes authenticated usage and lexicographical evidence. The study concludes that
reliable morphological analysis requires balancing structural analogy with verified
linguistic transmission.

Keywords: Broken Plurals; Analogy (Qiyas); Linguistic Transmission; Arabic
Morphology.
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