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Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the transformations in the reading of our Arabic texts,
using the tools and mechanisms of contemporary critical approaches. In light of the
ongoing debate surrounding the emergence of the modern Arabic novel, Egyptian
critic RADWA ACHOUR formulates her visions for reading Ahmed Faris El-
Shidyaq's work “Leg over Leg: What is a Varian” from a perspective that seeks to
approach our Arabic texts and presents a different vision that can illuminate the texts'

darkness.

The critic identifies this aspect of reading by considering EI-Shidyaq's experience as a
unigue one that sought, in some ways, to create its own modernity, far away from the
Western model of novel writing used by modern Arabic authors. While the emergence
of the first modern Arabic novel was a product of the colonial experience, the author
of “Leg over Leg” embodied the texts of his heritage and drew from his predecessors
without being followed by imitation or inactivity. Therefore, our article seeks to
answer a series of questions: What reading does critic RADWA ACHOUR offer of
al-Shidyaq's “Leg over Leg: What is a Varian” Does this reading transcend the
ongoing debate surrounding the roots of the modern Arabic novel? What potential did
al-Shidyaq infuse into his book that led RADWA ACHOUR to view it as a unique
writing experience?

Keywords: RADWA ACHOUR ; possible modernity; Leg over Leg; al-Shidyaq;

postcolonial criticism
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