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Abstract:

Dialogue is a fundamental component of the dramatic text, serving multiple core
functions. It develops characters, reveals their psychological and social
dimensions, and exposes relationships that enhance realism and audience
engagement. It drives the plot, unveils the central dramatic conflict, and
interconnects with other elements such as time and space. Achieving these
functions depends on dramatic language, requiring careful attention to vocabulary,
phrasing, tone, rhythm, and stylistic levels. This paper examines the dramatic
structure of dialogue and its interplay with theatrical space—characters, time, and
place—while analyzing the linguistic registers employed in The Sound of Worn-
Out Shoes by Salim Betka
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