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Abstract:

Since its inception, the Algerian novel written in French has been replete with light
on the relationship of the self to the foreign other. The subject of the self and its
relationship to the other has become a theme present in every literary and critical forum,
as this relationship has become a tangible matter in the Algerian novel in French
expression, given what this literature presents of topics related to the other in its

individual and collective form. Thus, literary discourse in the French language - in
particular - has become a stage for intersecting visions concerning the other (the
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stranger). This relationship has been marked by rejection and alienation. It is perhaps
crucial to examine the relationship between self and other in novelistic texts, given their
tendency to highlight and objectively critique the other, and to explore historical and
cultural junctures without bias or preconceived notions. Mohammed Dib is perhaps one
of the most prominent writers of this creative movement who addressed this
relationship between the self and the foreign other from its very beginnings. Therefore,
this study aims to uncover the self's questioning and critique, and its fascination with
the foreign other, in Mohammed Dib's novel *The Rooftops of

Keywords: Self ; Other ; Identity; Novel.
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