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Abstract:

The Qur’an is a literary text that is structured through a system of linguistic
constructions, which in turn require a scientific approach to uncover the nature of the
relationships connecting them. This aspect represented a missing link in classical
Arabic criticism and rhetoric, as literature was understood merely as discrete,
fragmented units rather than as an integrated textual discourse, which prevented
scholars from fully grasping its true characteristics. Therefore, the study of such a text
must meet the standards of scientific research to ensure comprehensive coverage and
representational accuracy.

While dealing with ordinary literary texts necessitates such methodological
awareness, the Qur’anic text possesses a unique specificity that compelled the
scholars of 1‘jaz (inimitability) to contemplate it deeply and explore its secrets. There
is unanimous agreement that these studies profoundly influenced the Arab intellectual
system and played a prominent role in establishing a critical and rhetorical framework
aimed primarily at serving the Qur’anic text, ultimately leading to the formulation of
an Arab theoretical perspective that originates from the text itself and aspires to
achieve a more conscious and interpretive understanding of a text traditionally
described as miraculous.

Accordingly, the research problem of this study revolves around the following
question: To what extent were classical Arabic rhetoric and criticism able to approach
the Qur’an as an integrated text, and how did studies of I‘jaz contribute to moving
beyond a partial approach toward a comprehensive textual awareness?

The article addresses a set of key themes as follows:

= The concept of the literary text and the specificity of the Qur’anic text.
= Studies of [‘jaz and their impact on building textual awareness.
= Prospects for developing an Arab critical approach originating from the
Qur’anic text.
Keywords: Aesthetic: moral; miraculous; system; rhetoric.
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