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Abstract:

This article explores the theme of identity in the contemporary Algerian short story
by analyzing its manifestations in Death Among the Crowd. It reveals the
fragmentation of the Algerian self, caught between a colonial past and a turbulent
socio-cultural present, leading to a crisis of belonging and the coexistence of multiple
references. The study shows how Algerian writers strive to reconstruct national,
cultural, and linguistic identity through narrative, utilizing the short story’s brevity,
symbolism, and allusiveness. Using a structural-narrative approach, the analysis treats
identity in literature as a dynamic, multifaceted concept rather than a static or fixed
one.

Keywords: Identity; Short Story; Self; Death among the crowd; Abdel Qader
Said.
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