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Abstract:

The study aspires to uncover the illocutionary force of the standard exclamation
in holy Quran through a theoretical review of Austin and Searle’s speech act theory,
passing through the semantic concepts of speech acts in Arab-Islamic heritage, and

then applying these concepts to demonstrate the literal and implied illocutionary force
of standard exclamation in the verses of the holy Quran.

Ultimately, the finding revealed that a standard exclamation is not limited to
being a transient emotion, but is manifested with an inherent illocutionary force such
as threat and denial, witch forces the recipient to comply and reflect before it is too
late.

Keywords: illocutionary force, speech acts, standard exclamation, pragmatics
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