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Abstract:

This study aims to elucidate the various representations of Islam within the
Western cultural system, examining their underlying causes and intellectual and
philosophical foundations. These representations are deeply rooted in the
Enlightenment and modernity, which emerged in the 18th century and promoted
rationality, freedom, nihilism, and individualism as distinctive features of the West.
These philosophical dimensions found their expression in modernity as an intellectual
and social system and in Western centrism as a perspective on both self and "the other."
Additionally, capitalism, as an exclusively Western economic system, was founded on
the principles of "master” and "servant,” or "slave," drawing upon the core ideas of
European philosophy, particularly those of Immanuel Kant and Friedrich Hegel.

These principles profoundly influenced the cultural identity of Europe and the
West, manifesting in literary discourse, particularly novels, as well as in Orientalist
studies, media narratives, cinematic productions, and other Western discourses. These
discourses, viewed as cohesive and systematic, originate from the Western self and
offer representations of Islam and Muslims. Their strategies are based on reconstructing
the image of Islam as it has been perceived since its emergence as a new religion in the
Arabian Peninsula.

Furthermore, these representations can be framed within a unified vision,
characterized by the historicity of representations, as encapsulated by what is now
referred to as "Orientalist discourse.” This notion was extensively discussed by Edward
Said in his writings, as well as by modern Arab thinkers such as AbdelwahabEImessiri,
Hamid Dabashi, AbdallahLaroui, Salem Yafout, and Aziz Al-Adhmah.

Keywords ,Orientalism ,Islam ,Edward Said ,Representation , Post-
Colonialism
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