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Abstract:

Desert literature" is a modern term that has recently emerged to describe a new
direction in poetry and literary prose, where the desert transforms into a space for
narration and an imaginative setting for storytelling. This literature carries distinctly
Arab characteristics and possesses a unique identity, making it fundamentally
different in many ways. The desert's world offers mythical and fantastical
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atmospheres, drawing from an often-unknown magical reality, where characters
emerge from hazy horizons as if without a past, engaging in conflicts over concepts,
values, aspirations, affiliations, ownership, identity, desires, and personal pleasures.
This study seeks to answer several key questions, including: What do we mean by
desert literature? What are its most prominent features and characteristics? How did
it originate and evolve within Arabic literature, and what stages has it gone through?
What are the main literary forms in which it has manifested? What are its central
themes and issues? Who are its most notable figures, both past and present? And has
ancient poetry and modern novel-writing been able to authentically represent this
literary genre?

Keywords: Desert literature; Saharan literature; Saharan writing; Desert novel;
Desert space.
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