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Arabic Aesthetic Taste until the End of the Fourth Hijri Century:

Features and Categories
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Abstract:

Arab critics defined aesthetic taste as an essential faculty in the critic, manifesting in innate
sensibility and acquired discernment shaped by environmental influences. The term "Saligah”
(lit. Instinct), referring to the duration of practice and expertise, encapsulates this faculty. The
term "taste” has historically circulated widely among critics, closely tied to their judgments of
approval or disapproval.

This study aims to explore the perspectives of ancient critics regarding taste, elucidate its
features, and articulate the methods employed by critics to categorize it.

The study concludes that taste forms the foundation of critique and is an indispensable
faculty for the critic. It asserts that one cannot dispense with it under any circumstances.
Through taste, the critic identifies the aesthetic and non-aesthetic aspects of the texts in
question, enabling informed evaluation and justification based on knowledge. Critics
emphasize the role of taste in literary criticism, favoring the exposition of its significance
through textual analysis. Moreover, taste relies on practice, expertise, knowledge, and extensive
engagement with refined literary texts.

Keywords:
Arabic Aesthetics; Features; Categories; Fourth Hijri Century
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