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Introduction

There are two main sources for understanding Islam: the holy Quran and the sunna (the
collections of the recorded words, actions and sanctions of the prophet Muhammad which are

normally referred to as Hadiths).

As the Holy Quran is the word of Allah it must be strictly followed; in the same way the
teachings contained in the prophet’s Sunna must be observed by all who profess to be Muslims, for
about them the Holy Quran says: « And whatsoever the messenger giveth you, take it. And

whatsoever he forbiddeth, abstain (from it). »

Thus the Sunna, in the form of Hadith, is complementary to the Holy Book itself: it helps to
explain and clarity the Holy Quran and to present practical applications of its teachings. Without a
study of Hadith a Muslim s knowledge of his faith remains incomplete, and without it the non-
Muslim is unable to form a true picture of the Islamic faith and its fundamental spiritual, moral,

legislative, and cultural principles.

Previous translations of Hadith into English

While many attempts have been made to render the meanings of the Holy Quran into

English, much less attention has been given to the hadith of the prophet muhammad.

Apart from various short selections of hadith that have appeared in English translation in
various parts of the Islamic world, notably in Pakistan and India, the following are, to the best of

translators’ knowledge the most Important attempts:

1. A translation of mishkat al-Masabih, a selection compiled by Wali ad-Din Muhammad

ibn’ Abdullah al-Khatib at-Tabrizi(died 737 A.H), undertaken by A.N. Matthews.
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The translation appeared in two volumes (Calcutta 1809/1810); it has long been out of print and

copies of it are scarce.
Some of the Hadith included in the Mishkat do not appear in the translation.

2. Another translation of Mishkat al-Masabih entitled ‘The Hadis’, undertaken by Al-Haj
MaulanaFazlulKarim. It appeared in four volumes (Calcutta 1938) , together with the Arabic text.
The translators has taken some liberties in the arrangement of the text and has added to it certain
other selections of Hadith taken from al-Ghazali’s’Thya’’ulum ad-Din’. The translation does

nevertheless include the complete contents of the Mishkat and retains its general for;.

3. A part of the Sahih of al-Bukhari undertaken by the Austrian Muslim, Muhammad Asad, together
with the Arabic text. The translation began appearing in sections in Lahore in 1938 and was

unhappily discontinued.

4. A new and complete translation of Mishkat al-Masabih made by Dr. James Robson,Professor of

Arabic at Manchester University, in four volumes (Lahore 1965,and reprinted in 1973).

5. A complete translation of Muslim’s Sahih made by ‘Abdul Hamid Siddiqi, which has appeared in

four volumes) Lahore 1973).

6. A new translation of al-Bukhari s Sahih, which has begun to appear under the Imprint of the
Islamic University in Medina and is being undertaken by Dr.MuhammadMuhsin Khan. The

translation will be in four volumes and includes the Arabic text.

While these translations go some way towards providing satisfactory renderings in English of the
Prophet Sunna, they do inevitably contain the occasional short-coming both in a proper
understanding of the Arabic text and in providing an English rendering that is faithful to the original
and linguistically acceptable. The present translators thus believe that there is still scope for further

attempt in this field.

Some points about the translation :

1. Where a hadith includes a verse from the Holy Quran the translators have used the translation of

the English Muslim, MarmadukePickthall, from his * the Meaning of the Glorious Koran*.

2. Every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the translation. In instances where a freer
rendering would have sounded more effective, we have sacrificed effect for accuracy. Where a
literal translation was unacceptable and we

have felt obliged to add words to the translation, such words have been enclosed in square brackets.
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3. It will be found that certain Arabic words which are of a religious nature and are peculiar to
Islam, such as iman, ihsan and zakat have been retained in their Arabic form and explanatory notes
given to them. In the case of hadith, often rendered by orientalists as tradition, it was decided to
retain the Arabic word.As it occurs throughout the work it has not been supplied with the
distinguishing marks required by the rules of transliteration and we have simply spelt it hadith.

Furthermore, the word has been treated as a collective noun.

On the question of whether to translate. Allah as God or retain the word in its Arabic form, we
decided on the word Allah because it is in general use amongst Muslims, whether or not they are
speaking Arabic. Were it not for this consideration the word Allah would have been rendered as

God.

4. Proper names and words retained in Arabic have been transliterated in accordance with the usual
method followed by scholars of Arabic, except of course with words such as Caliph which have

become part of the English language.
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The Hadith : Arabic text with facing English Translation

HADITH 1

On the authority of the Commander of
the Faithful, Abu Hafs Umar ibn al khattab
(May Allah be pleased with him), who said: I
heard the Messenger of Allah (the blessings
and peace of Allah be upon him) say:

"Actions are but by intention and
every man shall have but that which he
intended. Thus he whose migration was for
Allah and his Messenger, his migration was
for Allah and his Messenger, and he whose
migration was to achieve some worldly
benefit or to take some woman in marriage,
his migration was for that for which he
migrated."

It was related by the two Imams of the
scholars of Hadith, Abu  Abdullah
Muhammedibnisma’ilibn Ibrahim ibn al-
MughiraibnBardizbah al- Bukhari and Abu
I’Husain Muslim ibn al- Hajjajibn Muslim al-
Qushairi an-Naisaburi, in their two Sahihs,
which are the soundest of the compiled books.

HADITH 2

On the authority of abu 'abdar rahman
'abdullah, the son of 'Umar ibnAl Khattab
(May Allah be pleased with them both),who
said:i heard the Messenger of allah (May the
blessings and peace of allah be upon him)
say:

"Islam has been built on five
[pillars]:testifying that there is no god but
allah and that muhammad is the messenger of
allah, performing the prayers,paying the
zakat,making the pilgrimage to the house,and
fasting in ramadan".

It was related by al Bukhari and
Muslim.
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HADITH 3

On  the  authority of Abu
RugayyaTamimibnAusAd Dari (May Allah
be pleased with him) that the prophet (May
the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)
said:

"Religion is sincerity.we said; to
whom? He said: to Allah and his book, and
his Messenger, and to the leaders of the
Muslims and their commen folk ".

It was related by Muslim.

HADITH 4

On  the  authority of Abu
HurairaAbdar RahmanibnSakhr (May Allah
be pleased with him), who said:I heard the
Messenger of Allah (May the blessings and
peace of Allah be upon him) say:

"What i have forbidden to you, avoid,
what i have ordered you [to do], do as much
of it as you can. It was only their excessive
questioning and their prophets that destroyed
those who were before you."

It was related by al Bukhari and
Muslim.

HADITH §

On the authority of Abu Muhammad
al Hasan the son of 'Ali ibnAbiTalib, the
grandson of the Messenger of Allah (May the
blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)
and the one much beloved of him (May Allah
be pleased with them both), who said:

I memorised from the Messenger of
Allah (May the blessings and peace of Allah
be upon him):

"Leave that which makes you doubt
for that which does not make you doubt".

It was related by Tirmidhi and
an_Nasa'i, at Tirmidhi saying that it was a
good and sound Hadith.
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HADITH 6

On the authority of Abu Huraira (May
Allah be pleased with him) who said: the
Messenger of Allah (May the blessings and
peace of Allah be upon him) said:

"Part of someone's being a good
Muslim is his leaving alone that which does
not concern him".

A good Hadith which was related by
At Tirmidhi and Others in this form.

HADITH 7

On  the authority of  Abu
Ya'laShadadibnAus (may Allah be pleased
with him) ,that the Messenger of Allah (may
the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)
said:

"Verily = Allah  has  prescribed
proficiency in all things thus if you kill, kill
well; and if you slaughter, slaughter well. Let
each one of you sharpen his blade and let him
spare suffering to the animal he slaughters".

It was related by Muslim.

HADITH 8

On  the  authority of Abu
HamzaAnasibn Malik (May Allah be pleased
with him), the servant of the messenger of
Allah (May the blessings and peace of Allah
be upon him), that the prophet (May the
blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)
said:

"None of you [truly] believes until he
wishes for his brother what he wishes for
himself".

It was related by Al-Bukhari and
Muslim.
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HADITH 9

On the authority of Abu Huraira (May
Allah be pleased with him), who said:

"A man said to the prophet (May the
blessings and peace of Allah be upon him):
counsel me.he said: 'do not become
angry'.The man repeated [his request] several
times, and he said:'do not become angry";"

It was related by al Bukhari.

HADITH 10

On the authority of ibnMas’ud (May
Allah be pleased with him), who said: the
Messenger of Allah be upon him said:

« The blood of a Muslim may not be legally
spilt other than in once of three [instances]:
the married person who commits adultery; a
life for a life; and one who forsakes his
religion and abandons the community ».

It was related by al Bukhari and
Muslim.

HADITH 11

On the authority of Abu Huraira (May
Allah be pleased with him), that the
Messenger of Allah (May the blessings and
peace of Allah be upon him) said:

"Let him who believes in Allah and
the Last Day either speak good or keep silent,
and let him who believes in Allah and the
Last Day be generous to his neighbour, and
let him who believes in Allah and the Last
Day be generous to his guest".

It was related by al Bukhari and Muslim.

23

r A RLIVEEN |

;Mcﬁ\g@‘)ﬁﬁ)m‘ﬁigc

:d\ﬁc&m‘gi
Meacard Y e 23 < Cuzaa Y "

lad) Eyaal)
el sagle U o dl) J g

iU gaaly V) alue (5 el a3 dag Y
il Gl 5 ol Gl o N )
Melaall 5 liall

elum‘ggg‘)la.mb\j‘)

b pdie gaay) uaall

A Sy Of e ) ay3 50 0 e

6 b 4de 4l s

dils AV Al 5 il e OIS O

AV gl 5 Al e OS ey ciaad 5 1A

AV asll 5 AL Ge OIS Gay ool a S48
" Adu o S48

e&uﬂj‘é‘)M‘b‘JJ



HADITH 12

On the authority of Abu Muhammad
Abdullah the son of Amribn Al-‘As (May
Allah be pleased with them both), who said:
The Messenger of Allah (May the blessings
and peace of Allah be upon him) said:

« None of you [truly] believes until his
inclination is in accordance with what I have
brought ».

A good and sound Hadith which we
have transmitted from Kitab al-Hujja with a
sound chain of authorities.

HADITH 13

On the authority of the son of Umar
(May Allah be pleased with them both), who
said:

The Messenger of Allah (May the blessings
and peace of Allah be upon him) took me by
the shoulder and said:

« Be in the world as though you were
a stranger or a wayfarer ».

The son of Umar (may Allah be
pleased with them both) used to say:

« At evening do not expect [to live till]
morning, and at morning do not expect [to
live till] evening. Take from your health for
your illness and from your life for your
death ».

It was related by al-Bukhari.

HADITH 14

On the authority of the son of ‘Abbas
(May Allah be pleased with them both) that
the Messenger of Allah (May the blessings
and peace of Allah be upon him) said:

« Allah has pardoned for me my
people for [their] mistakes and [their]
forgetfulness and for what they have done
under duress ».

A good Hadith related by IbnMajah,
al-Baihaqi and others.
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HADITH 15

On the authority of Abu said al-Khudri
(May Allah be pleased with him), who said: |
heard the Messenger of Allah (May the
blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)
say:

« Whosoever of you sees an evil
action, let him change it with his hand; and if
he is not able to do so, then with his heart-
and that is the weakest of faith ».

It was related by Muslim.

HADITH 16
On  the  authority of Abu
Tha’labaal_khushaniJurthumibnNashir (may
Allah be pleased with him) that the

Messenger of Allah (May the blessings and
peace of Allah be upon him) said:

« Allah the Almighty has laid down
religious duties, so do not neglect them; he
has set them; he has prohibited some things,
so do not violate them; about some things He
was silent out of compassion for you, not

forgetfulness_; so seek not after them ».

A good Hadith
ad_Daraqutni and others.

related by

HADITH 17

On the authority of Abu Huraira (may
Allah be pleased with him), who said: The
Messenger of Allah (May the blessings and
peace of Allah be upon him) said:

«Each person’s every joint must perform
a charity every day the sun comes up :to act
justly between two people is a charity ;to help
a man with his ountlifting him onto it or
hoisting up his belongings onto it is a charity ;
a good word is a charity ;every step you take
to prayers is a charity ;and removing a
harmful thing from the road is a charity ».it
was related

By Al Bukhari and Muslim.

25

Bdtie Cualdl) duasl)

d\ﬁmdﬂ\sm‘)d‘)d;j\w‘;ﬁ\

elu\ﬁcbé.ub ‘)SM?SMLQ\JL)A
um\d]djcwm#u}ﬁcmwM

."Q\A:\‘g\

(:L.A.AM b‘j‘)

28U O adia caldll AdaS e
e&u}‘\.\hdﬂ\éﬂdﬂ\d}u)u&wﬂl\w)
:Ja

(Wb gauial b i) b yim s e 1 "

jcujs.@u)dgm‘eﬁjcujw‘djhhj

\HMuMﬁegMA)gbaA\Lpu&
."L@_\s

5o 5 ki I ol gy Fpuan Euaa

b s agbuad) Cuaal)

dl_n. d\AMs:A,U\@AJaJJJAc_I\uc
(alujﬂ\_\lcd\émém\d}.u)

e}’di“-‘-m‘\-ﬁs G e D B
uch‘\_ﬂ.amum\u.ud.:w M\MCJLJ
wu@}j\@;wuu@d;)n
ojhd&j‘umw\uﬁ\jmu«cu
oe NI .La.m.a 5 diua Bl L@_LCAAS
"MMLSJJ.U\

'.s‘.\.,

Al 5 Aol g



HADITH 18
On  the  authority of Abu
Mas’udUgbaibnAmral Ansarial Badri (may

Allah be pleased with him), who said: The
Messenger of Allah (May the blessings and
peace of Allah be upon him) said:

« Among the words people obtained
from the first prophecy are: if you feel no
shame, then do as you wish ».

I twas related by al Bukhari.

HADITH 19
On  the authority  of  Abu
DharrJundubibnJunada and Abu

Abdar RahmanMu’adhibnJabal (may Allah
be pleased with them both), that the
Messenger of Allah (May the blessings and
peace of Allah be upon him) said:

« Fear Allah wherever you are, and
follow up a bad deed with a good one and it
will wipe it out, and behave well towards
people ».

It was related by at-Tirmidhi. Who
said 1 twas a good Hadith, and in some copies
[of at-Tirmidhi’s collection] it was said to be
a good and sound Hadith.
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