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Abstract:

This study examines doctrinal disputes and their cognitive impact in
al-Andalus between the second and fifth centuries AH (eighth—eleventh
centuries CE), a period marked by the formation of Andalusi intellectual and
scholarly traditions and the interaction of several legal schools, notably the
Maliki, Awza‘i, Shafi‘i, and Zahiri schools. The significance of this research
lies in its attempt to move beyond viewing doctrinal disagreement merely as
a source of division and instead explore its role in stimulating knowledge
production and scholarly development.

The study addresses the question of how doctrinal disputes
contributed to shaping intellectual and scientific life in al-Andalus and
influenced the development of jurisprudence, Hadith studies, Qur’anic
exegesis, and other religious sciences. Its main objectives are to trace the
spread of legal schools in al-Andalus, analyze the nature of the disputes
among them, examine their effects on authorship, scholarly debates, and
academic travel, and highlight the role of political authority in directing the
doctrinal landscape.
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Methodologically, the research adopts a historical-analytical approach
based on the examination of historical chronicles, biographical dictionaries,
jurisprudential works, and legal compilations. It also employs an
interdisciplinary perspective that combines intellectual history with the
history of knowledge.

The findings indicate that doctrinal disputes significantly enriched the
Andalusi intellectual sphere by encouraging scholarly debates, expanding
literary production, and facilitating the exchange of knowledge between al-
Andalus and the Islamic East. They also contributed to the diversification of
legal reasoning and the development of scholarly methodologies. At the same
time, political intervention occasionally favored certain schools over others,
affecting the degree of intellectual pluralism.

This study contributes to a deeper understanding of the relationship
between doctrinal diversity and knowledge production and offers a renewed
interpretation of Andalusi history through the lens of intellectual plurality and
the dynamics of scholarly development.

Keywords: Sectarian Doctrinal Disputes, al-Andalus, Authorship
Movement, Dialectics and Debate, Qur’anic Exegesis.
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