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Religious symbolism in contemporary Algerian visual art: an
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Abstract:

This research study aims to highlight the role of the religious and anthropological
heritage dimension that Algeria abounds in in shaping the features of contemporary

visual art, by following how the artist drew inspiration from these heritage elements
in order to practice religious artistic aesthetic and expressive styles. It was
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represented in knowing the extent of the contribution of the anthropological aspect
to the formation and consolidation of the visual identity of contemporary Algerian
visual art, focusing on the paintings of contemporary Algerian artists who created
their works. The study concluded that this diverse heritage was not just a rigid
cultural legacy, but rather it was transformed into creative elements that contributed
to consolidating the artistic source and achieving Algerian distinctiveness, within the
Arab and international visual art movement as a whole.

Keywords: Algerian visual art; cultural heritage; tradition and modernity; religious
symbolism; cultural anthropology.
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16. Anissa Bouayed (2024), Peinture moderne et patrimoine. Une position

subsidiaire: la période charniére des années 60, Insaniyat est une revue

d'anthropologie et de sciences sociales publiée par le Centre de recherche en

anthropologie sociale et culturelle. Volume 1, numéro 12, Oran, Algérie.
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