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Abstract:
This research examines the transformation of the Prophet’s Mawlid celebration in
the Zayyanid Central Maghreb from a mere religious ritual into an integrated
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"Sovereign Strategy." This phenomenon reached its zenith under Sultan Abu
Hammu Musa II, who utilized the occasion to reconstruct the state's legitimacy and
solidify its identity amidst intense regional rivalries. The "Contexts of
Appropriation" were evident in transforming the Mechouar Palace into a platform
for political allegiance and the mobilization of loyalties. Meanwhile, the "Meanings
of Practice" reflected a unique cultural sophistication, exemplified by the invention
of the "Manjana" (the hydraulic clock) as a symbol of technical excellence, and the
composition of "Mawlidiyyat" as a literary discourse blending prophetic praise with
royal glorification. Socially, the Mawlid succeeded in dissolving class distinctions
through public banquets, establishing Tlemcen as a cultural beacon rivaling major
metropolises. Ultimately, this celebration was not merely ceremonial extravagance;
rather, it served as an "Identity Shield" that preserved the region's Arab-Islamic
character against external influences. Thus, the Zayyanid Mawlid remains a
distinctive model of the intersection between the prestige of authority and the
sanctity of the symbol.

Keywords: Central Maghreb; Zayyanid Era; Prophet’s Mawlid; Celebration;
Tlemcen.
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