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Abstract:

This study examines the role of the value of seeking knowledge in official
religious discourse as a symbolic agent in shaping social representations of education
within society. It is based on the hypothesis that religious discourse contributes to
the reproduction of positive perceptions of education and educational continuity by
linking knowledge to its devotional, ethical, and social dimensions. The study adopts
a sociological-religious approach to analyze how the meaning of education is
constructed within official religious sermons, particularly the Friday sermon, and
how this discourse redefines knowledge as a guiding value for behavior and a means
of individual and collective advancement. The study concludes that social
representations of education are shaped through the interaction of multiple factors;
however, religious discourse remains an influential element in enhancing motivation
for learning and in reconstructing the image of the school as an institution for
development and nation-building. The findings also highlight that the effectiveness
of this discourse is relative and conditioned by contemporary social and cultural
transformations, as well as by the degree of integration among educational and social
institutions in supporting educational values and translating them into sustained
practical behaviors.

Keywords: Official religious discourse — Seeking knowledge — Education — Social
representations — Religious values
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