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Abstract:

The French colonization of Algeria was based on several pillars, including the
physical one, to achieve economic control, the moral one, to eliminate the
components of the Algerian people, most notably the Islamic religion, adopting a
policy of Christianization through various methods and means, including missionary
education, where it penetrated and reached southern Algeria and the Mzab region,
so the missionaries embodied an integrated strategy aimed at acceptance and then
influence in order to destroy their personal religious, cultural and social components.
However, it was met with widespread resistance expressed by its residents through
various means and practices.

The article aims to explain the reasons for the missionaries’ interest in the
Mzab region in particular, analyzes the intentions of the missionary educational
project in the Mzab region, and traces the stages of its development and
characteristics that guarantee its success, then reveals the missionary intrigues and
manifestations of cultural resistance of the residents of the Mzab region in its various
forms and levels. It became clear in the end that the missionaries had bet heavily on
opening schools with their capabilities, using machinations to infiltrate the hearts of
Algerian boys and girls. However, this project faced reservations and strong
resistance from the people of the region.

Keywords: White fathers; missionaries; christian education; the Mzab region;
cultural resistance.
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