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The Feast of Sacrificial in the Islamic West during the Medieval Period
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Abstract:

The article highlights the importance of studying Eid al-Adha in the medieval
Maghreb as a key entry point to understanding mentalities and socio-cultural
structures. Despite its symbolic and social significance, medieval historians
marginalized the feast, considering it a “non-event,” which pushed researchers to
consult alternative sources such as legal fatwas, zajal poetry, and biographical
dictionaries. Eid al-Adha emerges as an occasion that blends the religious with the
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social, being associated in popular consciousness more with the material joy of
consuming rare meat than with its purely religious dimension.. It further details the
cooking and preservation of meat, underscoring the economic dimension of the
celebration. In conclusion, Eid al-Adha appears as a revealing occasion where
religiosity intertwined with social customs.

Keywords: Eid al-Adha; The Islamic West; Ibn Quzman; The sacrificial animal,
rituals.
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