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Abstract:

The digital space is undergoing profound transformations in religious
representations, where symbols and practices are no longer bound by traditional
institutions and authority but are reshaped within interactive digital environments
governed by the logics of image, performance, and algorithm. This study aims to
analyze how religious representations have shifted from institutional control to
symbolic interaction in digital platforms and to explore the impact of digital
mediation on the reconstruction of sacred symbols and practices. Adopting an
anthropological framework supported by semiotic, symbolic, and constructivist
tools, the research focuses on a case study from TikTok as a model for deconstructing
the relationship between ritual, identity, and the sacred in the digital environment.
Findings reveal that digital spaces not only transmit religious discourse but also
reproduce it in new, individualized, and symbolically fragmented forms, leading to
the emergence of visual and performative religiosity. These transformations
highlight the rise of digital spiritualities that serve psychological and social functions
beyond traditional ritualism. The study concludes by emphasizing the need for a
renewed anthropological perspective on the role of religion in the digital age and for
developing methodological tools capable of analyzing it as a dynamic symbolic and
networked phenomenon.

Keywords: Digital religion, digital rituals, religious representations, digital
anthropology, symbolic sacred.
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