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Abstract:

This study is related to the topic of the personal libraries of jurists and Sufi

Sheikhs in Algeria and their importance in supporting researchers in general. They
possess scientific materials such as books and rarities that can support
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anthropological research, and they also make their collections available for reading
and research purposes.

We are trying through this research document to highlight the role of sheikhs and
book collectors in the development of their libraries in the service of science and
knowledge, where researchers can utilize these collections of books and manuscripts.
Sufi centers have prospered and experienced scientific flourishing thanks to their
scholars, particularly in the Southern Algerian region, who have contributed to
invigorating the scientific movement within the community. Among the most
important examples, we mention the library of Sheikh Hamel, which preserves a
significant collection of manuscripts, as well as a set of documents containing
correspondence between Sufi sheikhs in Algeria and scholars from different regions
of the Arab world. There is also Sheikh Ali Ben Othmanie El-Toulki, considered one
of the most famous Sufi sheikhs in Algeria, who is credited with the founding and
management of the Ottoman Library, which is rich in precious books and
manuscripts in various fields of knowledge.

Keywords: Personal libraries; Scholars; Sufism; Documentary heritage;

Anthropological research.
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