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Water and Magic: A Religious Anthropological Approach
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Abstract
Water did not become a subject of anthropological studies until the 1960s. It
was neglected in classical works, perhaps due to the lack of appreciation of
its importance in human life and societies in that earlier period. However, the
abundance of subsequent studies makes us talk about an anthropology of
water with its own concepts. Given the economic, social, political and
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symbolic importance of water, water has been linked to these fields. In this
article, we will deal with water as one of the elements of magic. We are at the
intersection of two anthropological fields: the anthropology of water and the
anthropology of religion (Considering that magic is one of the topics of this
field) , and therefore we will show how water intervenes in magical practices.
Keywords: Water - Magic - Religion
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